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NEWS BRIEFS

· Renewal … Reminder: 2026 dues are payable by January; an application is on the back page (photocopies are fine).  Paid-up members will be listed in the next issue.  Thank you for your continued support of our Society!  And welcome (or welcome back, in some cases) to new members, Bob & Jean-Marie Cocivi, Jim & Deb Dalton (Patrons of History), Pam Deane, Jamie & Beth Dial (Patrons of History), Walter & Irene Dusenbery, Jim Johnson, Meg Kiernan, Mark & Kim MacLeod, Dale & Jeanne Marble, Barbara Pope, Mark Smith, and Lyman & Amy Townsend!

· Getting on Board … The next quarterly meeting of the FCAHS Board of Trustees is scheduled for January 7, 2026 at 3 PM, tentatively at the Town building.  Members are welcome to attend.

· Sesquicentennial … The Fly Creek Valley Cemetery Association celebrated the 150th anniversary of its incorporation on July 13.  The event drew dozens of people, and showcased the cemetery’s newly-restored entrance gate.  The cemetery was dedicated on July 14, 1875, though many monuments in it predate that.  

· Once, Twice, Four Times a Lady … The Lady Ostapeck photo exhibit we hosted on August 7-10 was a rousing success.  People filed in all four days, enjoying and trying to identify the 111 photos on display, and even bought five copies of our book.  Thanks to Meg Kiernan, who organized the event and passed all donations our way – an amazing $1,918!  Thanks also to Sharon Kroker and many other volunteers, who helped set things up and man the fort.

· A Well-Timed Event … The antique clock show on September 20 was also a hit.  More than 25 timepieces – from centuries-old relics to recently hand-made clocks – were on display, and Tom Huntsman and Chris Resch gave interesting talks about the history of clocks.  We also acquired more than $100 in donations and two new members.  Thanks to Chris Kjolhede for conceiving and organizing this event.

· Stepping Back … From a recent Oneonta Daily Star “Step Back in Time” column, recalling August 14, 1975: “When in 1948 a group of men sitting in Winnie’s garage in Fly Creek dreamed of a fire department in the hamlet, little did they visualize the modern functional building at the intersection of Toddsville Road and Route 28.  At the open house held Saturday by the Fly Creek Volunteer Fire Department … several of those whose dreams led to organizing a ‘Fly Creek Volunteer Fire Department’ in 1949, were talking old times, and rejoicing over the upstairs addition to the hall whose major expenses were paid for by the fire department.  The fire district was not formed until the fall of 1952.  The Town of Otsego granted the charter, the taxpayers approved the measure in a referendum, and the state granted its approval.”

· Grave Concern … Three private Town of Otsego cemeteries (Hickory Grove, Hoke, and Thurston Hill) are included in the land subject to a proposed 1,525-acre-subdivision by the Manocherian family. 

· Archivist Needed … The FCAHS needs people to take over and/or help with two very important committees.  The Archives Committee is “responsible for collecting, cataloging, caring for, arranging, and repairing books, manuscripts, newspapers, artifacts, relics, and other historical material,” and the Research Committee is “responsible for the coordination and guidance of genealogy and other research.”  Please let us know if you are willing and able to help.

MEETINGS & PROGRAMS

	The last two FCAHS monthly meetings of 2025 are scheduled for October 22 and November 19 (November’s is one week early due to Thanksgiving, and there is no meeting in December).  In October, Oneonta Historian Mark Simonson will present “Histories of SUNY Oneonta and Hartwick College.”  In November, Dr. Chris Kjolhede will explain “What Graveyards Tell Us about Life & Death.”  Meetings start at 6:30 PM; October’s will be at the FCAHS/Grange building at 208 Cemetery Road, while November’s will move to our winter home in the Fellowship Hall (basement) of the Fly Creek United Methodist Church at 852 County Highway 26.  
The three most recent meetings were held on July 23, August 27, and September 24, 2025.  In July, Patrick MacGregor, long-time Manager of Interpretation at Fenimore Farm, brought many props to accompany a well-received presentation on “Nineteenth-Century Medicine.”  Patrick has been the museum’s resident pharmacist for more than three decades, in a building which housed Dr. F. G. Thrall’s 1840s practice in Hartwick.  August featured our annual reports and elections, preceded by a covered-dish dinner at 6:30.  Greg Crowell (President through 2026), Bill Deane (Vice-President, 2026), Sharon Kroker (Treasurer, 2028), and John Phillips (Trustee, 2028) were reelected to new terms, and Pam Deane was elected as our new Secretary, succeeding Claire Kepner.  And in September, Milford Town Historian Frank Antonucci told us about “Fly Creek and the 121st Regiment Volunteers of the Civil War,” illustrated with displays and handouts.  Forty-three Town of Otsego residents died in service of this regiment; it and Otsego County are recognized in an 1889 monument at Gettysburg.  (See Frank’s letter to the editor on p. 3.)
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	The Society mourns the death of charter member and past President Jim Atwell, 86, who died at Woodside Hall on July 20.
	James S. Atwell was born in Annapolis, Maryland on August 17, 1938.  He and his first wife bought a house in Fly Creek in 1977, but spent most of their time in Maryland.  After her death, Jim joined the FCAHS in 1989 and moved permanently to Fly Creek in 1993.  He soon became a very active member of the community and Society, serving as our President from 1996-2000 and Trustee from 2002-06.  As President, he was instrumental in the acquisition of our building in 1999 and securing our non-profit, tax-exempt status.  Jim also authored countless newspaper columns and three books, mostly about his life in Fly Creek.  On August 17, 2024, we celebrated his life and final birthday in an event at our building.

Longtime FCAHS member Genevieve L. Smerski died July 17, aged 93.  Gen was born in Little Falls on September 6, 1931, and lived in the Cooperstown area since 1934.  Sympathy to her family and friends, especially Bev Hargrove.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
	
	The Fly Creeker will print letters of general interest about area history, the Society, or the newsletter itself.  The Editor reserves the right to edit letters for grammar, space, etc.  Address correspondence to Bill Deane, at 408 Christian Hill Road, Cooperstown, NY  13326; or e-mail to billdeane14@gmail.com.

I’m in search of any information you may have on Andrew Allison and his wife, Mary Rains Allison.  Andrew was born in 1825 and died in 1891 and I know he died on Fernleigh Farm.  The last thing I could find was a census from 1850.  If there is anyone who could help me with this or even information on the other Allison children (James, Clement, and Jane) that would be greatly appreciated as the trail has gone cold prior to 1850.  
Gerald Allison, who passed in August, was my great uncle and really my last tie to the family history.  I’m also doing research on the McRorie/Kinney line.  Thank you in advance.
Katie Hubbard, Schuyler Lake (hubbardcm27@gmail.com)

	I enjoyed the opportunity to present about the 121st N.Y. Co. F at the Fly Creek Historical Society on September 24.  Thank you.
	As a follow up, here are additions to your list of Otsego Township men who served in the Civil War (all in the 121st N.Y. Co. F), on pages 115-117 of Fly Creek Area History:
· Don C. Lewis, discharged February 9, 1863.
· Titus D. Savage, wounded at Spotsylvania battle and died June 3, 1864.
· Truman Shephard, mustered out June 3, 1865.
· Frank Benjamin, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps January 16, 1864.
· Nathane Windser, disability discharge January 24, 1863.
· Harris S. Hawthorne, Medal of Honor Recipient, mustered out June 25, 1865.
	Also, some corrections to page 116: Elliot Irons, Frank Davidson, and Emmet Irons each served in the 121st N.Y. Co. F; and Pomeroy Austin should be listed as Jesse P. Austin.
					Frank Antonucci, Colliersville

	You are cordially invited to attend the dedication of the Patriot Marker in honor of George Robert Twelve Hewes, to be held as part of the celebration of the 250th anniversary of our country.  The brief ceremony will be held at the Lake View Cemetery, Lake Street, on Sunday, October 12 (rain date October 13), at 2 PM.   
Hewes (1742-1840) was involved in the Boston Tea Party (1773), Boston Massacre, and Revolutionary War.  His portrait hangs in the Old State House in Boston.  He and family members later moved to Richfield Springs, where he continued his trade as a cordwainer (shoemaker), and became a notable figure in this area.
It is especially appropriate at this time to honor his life and contribution to our country.  We hope members of all historical groups will be able to attend.
				Richfield Springs Historical Association Board of Trustees

I am not sure how many other members of the FCAHS are out-of-towners, but I was wondering if any of the meetings/lectures are recorded or conducted using Zoom?  The lecture on September 24th was of particular interest to me, since my ancestor, James M. Lindsay was in the 121st and lived in Fly Creek.  It is difficult being over 600 miles away in Michigan when so many wonderful things are taking place there.  I really want to support the Historical Society and all of their work.  Is there a way that I can become more connected with the membership and their events using readily available technology?
Additionally, my mother, sister, and I are reading the Fly Creek Area History book and are enjoying it immensely.  We find it is very well written and edited!  Kudos to all who had input and published it.
				Jeanne Marble, Redford, MI
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Each issue, we will include an article from our 2022 book, Fly Creek Area History.  The book is still available at the FCAHS/Grange building ($20 for members), and at the Fly Creek General Store and Fly Creek Cider Mill ($25 plus tax for the general public).  Copies can also be mailed in the continental U.S. (library rate) for an additional $7 per book.


RESULTS OF THE POLLS
By Bill Deane, Autumn 1995 (updated October, 2025)

Following is a list of Town of Otsego Supervisors (since 1804) and Clerks (since 1825).  These were compiled from minutes-books on file at the Office of the Town Clerk in Fly Creek and the 1877 book History of Otsego County, New York.  Names are followed by years taken office.

TOWN SUPERVISORS				TOWN CLERKS			
Elijah H. Metcalf		1804			George Pomeroy		1825
Robert Campbell		1809			John Hannay			1840
Oliver Cory			1812			Hiram S. Babcock		1841
A. Metcalf			1818			Henry P. Metcalf		1842
William Sprague		1820			George Jarvis			1845
Samuel Starkweather		1824			Lewis M. Doubleday		1850
George Morell			1825			J. A. Nellis			1851
Orestes Badger		1832			Richard A. Lesley		1852
Elihu Phinney			1833			Edmund D. Persons		1853
George A. Starkweather	1841			Hiram S. Babcock		1856
Elisha Doubleday		1846			Henry P. Metcalf		1856
Seth Doubleday		1847			Marias B. Angell		1860
Henry Phinney		1849			Luzerne M. Bolles		1862
George Jarvis			1850			John E. Brown			1863
Lewis R. Palmer		1851			Henry L. Hinman		1865
Eliab. P. Byram		1853			Benjamin F. Murdock		1866
John F. Scott			1854			Charles R. Burch		1867
Eliab. F. Byram		1855			Henry W. Cory		1869
Levi C. Turner			1857			Charles R. Burch 		1871
George W. Ernst		1858			Ellery P. Cory			1872
Marias B. Angell		1862			George Jarvis			1873
Horace M. Hooker		1863			Ellery P. Cory			1875
George W. Ernst		1865			Stephen S. McFarran		1880
John K. Leaning		1866			Ellery P. Cory			1881
Samuel S. Edick		1868			William P. K. Fuller		1882
S. Wilson Cheney 		1869			George B. Cole		1884
Samuel S. Edick		1870			Charles R. Alger		1886
Fayette Hinds			1871			William D. Boden		1888
John K. Leaning 		1872			William J. Smith		1889
Fayette Hinds			1873			Jesse Bell Johnston		1890
TOWN SUPERVISORS				TOWN CLERKS			
John Lewis			1875			Charles Kenney		1892
James A. Lynes		1876			Frank Hale			1893
James F. Clark			1877			Claude J. Burrell		1894
George Van Horn		1878			E. H. Bailey			1898
Luther I. Burditt		1879			Albert T. Van Horne		1898
William A. Thayer		1880			Frank B. Shipman		1899
Charles D. Olendorf		1883			Charles Kenney		1901
Fay E. Taylor			1884			Lavern Hollis			1905
William Dean Burditt		1885			Harry Freeman		1907
Thomas Laidler		1886			William J. Averill		1909
Albert S. Potts			1888			Leon H. Ellsworth		1911
George Van Horn		1890			Joseph F. Wicks		1914
Albert S. Potts			1891			Moir P. Tanner		1922
Clement M. Allison		1893			Clyde S. Becker		1924
Albert S. Potts			1894			Floyd Mumford		1930
George M. Wedderspoon	1896			Gordon S. Winnie		1944
James J. Byard, Jr.		1898			Leslie J. Woodbeck		1946
George M. Wedderspoon	1899			Dorrance Weir			1950
Clement M. Allison		1903			G. Wayne Butler		1952
J. Dana Whipple		1909			Ray F. Smith			1953
Clement M. Allison		1911			Donald C. Reed, Jr.		1954
J. Dana Whipple		1914			John A. Shipman		1958
Melvin C. Bundy		1924			R. Stuart Peaslee		1968
Matthew T. Chapman		1936			Dorothy K. Firman		1970
Alton G. Dunn			1944			Mary Pangborn		1972
Alton G. Dunn, Jr.		1964			Betsy B. Goddard		1976
Joseph M. Clancy		1970			Irwin W. Curlis		1982
Robert B. Murdock		1972			Maria Folts			1984
David F. Bassler		1990			Debbie Selan			1988
Gary Kuch			1996			Pamela A. Deane		1992	
Bill Gates			2000
Tom Breiten			2003
Meg Kiernan			2010
Anne Geddes-Atwell		2012
Meg Kiernan			2016
Ben Bauer			2022
Jay Bosley			2024
Ted Feury			2024
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2026 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
FLY CREEK AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 87, Fly Creek, NY  13337

Name(s): _______________________________________________________________    Renewal ___    New ___

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: (          )               -                      	e-mail address: ______________________@_____________________

         Please register me as a junior member of the FCAHS (age 21 or under).  Enclosed is a check for $5.

         Please register me as a member of the FCAHS.  Enclosed is a check for $15.

Please register us to a family membership (note: this extends to all family members living in one domicile).  Enclosed is a check for $25.

Please accept the enclosed tax-deductible donation, in the amount of $_____  (minimum $30 for individuals or $40 for families), and enroll me/us as a contributing/sustaining member(s).

         Please register me as a “Patron of History.”  Enclosed is a check for $50.

Please register me for a sustaining business/professional membership (includes a business card-sized ad in the Fly Creeker).  Enclosed is a check for $90.

Please register me as a Lifetime Member (individuals only).  Enclosed is a check for $500 (to be deposited into the Society’s Endowment Fund, or into one of the Society’s general or special funds, at the discretion of the member).
Please accept the enclosed donation, in the amount of $________ toward the building repair fund.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


FLY CREEK AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 87
Fly Creek, NY  13337
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